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and pours so great a portion of the fruits of his earnings into war's bloody 
treasury ? It is. Each individual that pays taxes, pays so much for sus- 
taining sailors for driving commerce from the sea ; so much for sustain- 
ing soldiers, for destroying the products of industry on the land ; so 
much for sacking cities ; so much for laying waste countries ; so much 
for corrupting youth ; so much for aggravating the miseries of age ; so 
much for making wives widows and children fatherless : a fearful amount, 
all of which treasure is in some way employed in the production of mis- 
ery, and for the application of which to this fearful purpose some one must 
account in the day of judgment. 
Union College, Dec. 9<A, 1845. 
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"War is one of humanity's direst curses ; one of the most horrid demons 
that ever escaped from hell to desolate our earth ; and yet there is a fas- 
cination and a spell in it which all its blood, and groans, and unutterable 
misery are not yet strong enough to break. The military passion, which 
one would imagine to be the first that Christianity would subdue, will be 
found to be among the last to yield to its power ; and the glory of arms, 
as it is so called, will be, perhaps, the latest to be eclipsed and lost amid 
the mild radiance of the Sun of righteousness. But assuredly even this 
shall be accomplished, if there be. any truth in revelation, or any power 
in God. How is it that the pacific principles of the New Testament 
make way so slowly in the world f Just because they make so little way 
in the Church. The Church of Christ does not seem to know her voca- 
tion, as a mirror to reflect truth upon the world. But she has committed 
another mistake ; and that is in not rightly appreciating what the Truth 
is. She has confined her attention too exclusively to creeds and formu- 
laries of doctrines, and has held up to the world only a portion of truth. 
Things that ought to be done are truths, as well as those which ought 
to be believed. Love is a great, glorious and fundamental truth, for 
God, the first truth, is love. The Church ought to shine forth in the lus- 
tre of all practical truth. She as little knows her power as she does her 
vocation. She underrates her influence, forgetting that she is the habita- 
tion, the body, the organ of the living God. The Lord her God in the 
midst of her is mighty. And then it must be confessed and lamented, 
that what right principles, either theoretical or practical, she does hold 
and exhibit, lose their effect and influence for want of vigor and consis- 
tency in her own spiritual state and conduct. Her voice is not heard> 
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her counsels are not followed, her example is not imitated, her power is 
not felt, for want of more that is divine and heavenly about her. She is 
too like the world, to lead it. She does not appear as the Tabernacle of 
the Lord. Let the Church be what she ought to be, what she might be, 
and what she one day will be, and she would command the attention, se- 
cure the reverence, and obtain the submission of the world on all points 
of truth and morals. Slavery and wars, at her bidding, would come out 
of the bodies they have possessed, troubled and tormented, just as the de- 
mons did, which, at the voice of Christ, left the men who dwelt among the 
tombs, and, entering into the swine, left their former victims in liberty 
and peace. Men do not see the sin of Slavery and War, however clearly 
they perceive and willingly acknowledge their evils. And why do they 
not see it ? Because their spiritual vision is weakened by the feebleness 
of their piety. The sense of the spiritual eye is in the heart ; and if that 
be dull and obtuse, moral truth is not, and cannot be, clearly discerned. 
"The animal man discerneth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned :" and this ef- 
fect must be felt just in proportion as the animal nature gains power even 
in those who are renewed. Our great aim, therefore, must be to bring 
up the tone and vigor of practical godliness in the Church ; to prepare 
her clearly to see the sin of War and Slavery, and, at the same time, to 
give tenderness to the conscience and resoluteness to the will, for the de- 
struction of these enormous crimes. 

And who ought to be foremost in the Church, but its pastors ? If the 
Church is the light of the world, they are the light of the Church. In- 
stead of sinking to the level of the people, they should draw up the people 
to their own ; instead of a timid, shrinking, time-serving spirit, and acting 
upon the law of expediency, let them in the spirit of martyrdom — and 
what else, or less, is the spirit of the gospel, — proclaim from the pulpit, 
and, if need be, from the prison and the stake, the sin of whatever op- 
poseth itself to the kingdom of God. When the Church is what it ought 
to be, the world will be converted ; and the Church will be what it should 
be, when its ministers are. A better Church will make a" better world, 
and a better ministry will make a better Church. Let this be sounded 
forth through all lands. 

Birmingham, Nov. 14th, 1845. 



God is love. Love is the sum of his attributes, the sun of his infinite 
perfections. Love is to them what God is to the three persons in the trin- 
ity, the sum, the substance. Love is the sun, in which all the tributaries 
of God's character meet and find their source. The light of that sun is 
Peace, the reflection of his being. E. B. 



